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Q(uee)R ZINE 2021 

selfie illustration by andrea bennett

selfie + illustration by Merrianne Couture

The wrong truth

The wrong truth Is not
the wandering words 
that cannot find their 
adjacent place. Or even saying
your say. The brown velvet 
collared tweed coat with 
a matching drawstring purse.
Your mother made this from
your father’s old of same.
You stole the purse back when
she put it in a bag to give away.
This finery of sartorial love
is the true you need.
You miss them all. 
Your father’s menthol cigarettes.
All the cats and dogs.
An older brother’s disdain.
A genetic mirror. En média res.
These are the portrait. 

Merrianne couture
illustration by Prashant Miranda

selfie art by Kath Neun



Hello, and welcome to the What the Plus (+) Festival for 2021!
Our 'Creative Self Portrait~ Beyond the Selfie' themed show this year celebrates 
the queer self-portrait, as a way to further develop our local LGBTQS2+ 
conversation begun last year, as we strive toward greater visibility and 
understanding. 

Self-portraiture holds a particular place in the history of the visual arts, with 
artists revealing themselves at work, leisure, or play, at different ages and stages 
in life, in elaborate costumes and roles, and even as unacknowledged guests in 
works otherwise concerned with other matters: as extras in their own 
productions.

Ranging from the defiant mug shot, to the floridly theatrical, to different levels of 
abstraction, creative self portraiture can provide everything from an exclusive 
peek at the wizard behind the curtain, to a play on the very impossibility of a 
fixed, or even revealable identity, made all the more pronounced when the 
artist’s own physical body does not match their true felt gender.

Exuberant queer self-representation, both in art and in daily life, is a political 
act, and partly a reaction to (and a result of) being an invisible minority that only 
becomes visible upon its actively ‘acting out’ its personal truths and desires. 
Passing as straight at least some of the time, is still the norm, especially where 
gender non-conformity is cause for alarm, derision, rejection and even violence.

When queer identity does emerge, it may do so not only through our art, words 
and relationships, but through clothing choices, body sculpting and adornment, 
as well as surgical modifications. These actions serve to transform our outer 
selves to be more in tune with our inner selves; to feel comfortable in our own 
skin, and to ‘find the others’.

LGBTQ2S+ self-portraiture is then not a narcissistic exercise where we inevitably 
end up revealing what amounts to a cartoon sketch of ourselves: a suspect 
document rife with performance, lies and wishful thinking. But it is here– 
between the lines of text, musical notes, brush strokes or film frames, and 
underneath the make-up, clothes, tattoos or jewellery, that the truth is revealed. 
It’s perhaps not so much the visual representation of the artist itself within a self-
portrait that reveals the subject, but the creative choices they made to get there. 
I hope you enjoy our offerings.
-Giovanni Spezzacatena (Rabideye) curator of What the Plus (+)
www.whattheplusart.wordpress.com // www.artpowellriver.com 

Dharma Queen

there is something I should explain
so you can understand:

I am a Gay writer
a queer auteur
a sissy-boy wonder pondering
(and pontificating)
with an effete sensibility

ever seen a drag show before?
not exactly subtle, is it?
and nor am I, my darlings
Nor—Am—I
I might have a bit of trouble
walking on heels
but I can, sure as hell
have some fun doing it!

adjectives and adverbs
and puffed-up nouns
are my eye shadow
my mascara and my
shimmering lip gloss
a boy-girl’s best friends

hyperbole and tired metaphors
are my sequins, my gold lamé
and yes, my ti-ar-a
the crowning accessory
atop my impossibly big hair

I may not be classy
but I am beautiful
in my own, sweet
trashy way

© Ian Cognito 2021

Dirty Old Duck

a male Mallard
and a male Wood Duck
promenade around the pond
the Mallard tagging along
behind the smaller, more resplendent
Wood Duck, aka Carolina
and I wonder to myself
if ducks, too, have
inter-racial, same-sex relationships
because, if I were a male mallard
I would certainly find myself
drawn to such a handsome
compact, bejeweled creature
as the riveting Aix Sponsa
all decked out in his fall plumage
charmingly impervious
to his own beauty

oh, yes, I would, indeed
feel my heart 
go pit-a-pat

© Ian Cognito 2021
Ian Cognito (he, him) is a writer from 
Vancouver Is. repartee@telus.net
facebook.com/Reparteepress
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JENNY TAVES
BIO: Jenny Allen Taves is a diverse artist and 
illustrator working in acrylic, watercolour, 
gouache, and pencil crayon, and loves experi-
menting with other mediums. She is inspired by 
patterns and colours and uses her art to 
document and celebrate memories. Jenny's 
pronouns are she/her and she identifies as a 
straight ally.  www.jennyallentaves.com
WORK: Self Portrait 2020 - Acrylic ink on wood, 
21"x24". This piece was painted in 1 day, as part 
of a tradition of spending my birthday painting a 
self portrait; this was created for my 40th.

EARLE THOMPSON 
BIO:Earle Thompson (they/them) works with 
restored cameras, expired film and modified 
processing to express personal explorations of 
conflict within the mind and body.  Gender 
ambiguity, disappearing in a blur of mis-
perceptions, and seeking a balance to indus-
trialized rigidity are common themes in Earle's 
work. Previously seen at Gallery 49 (Victoria, BC) 
in 2017 and WTP (Powell River,BC) in 2020, 
Earle has studied photography since 1976, holds 
two Bachelor's degrees from UVIC, and worked 
in broadcast media. Earle lives in Powell River, 
using photography to explore gender and cope

with brain injuries. WORK:Enlightened Blur
Disappearing on the path:Two black and white 
film photos, exploring enlightenment and the
choosing of a path. The concept is to explore 
the idea that to be queer is to be the question. 
To live as the blur. Never clearly defined because 
definition by conventional standards is impos-
sible. And that it's OK to disappear slightly when 
needed.

MAKAILA WENEZENKI
BIO: Makaila Wenezenki (they/she) b.1996 is a 
filmmaker, poet, and multi-disciplinary artist. As 
a critical human geographer, and settler of 
British-Scottish-Slovak ancestry, she is interested 
in anti-racist, anti-colonial, queer, activist, and 
feminist themes. They view art and geography to 
be inherently linked and uses both of these fields 
to influence their work.
WORKS: 1. great-great-great-great-great 
ancestors, 2021, acrylic, flower petals on canvas
16"x20”.The self – both tangible and intangible 
– is a manifestation of the lives of those who 
come before us. 

2. in bodily form, 2017.watercolour and pencil on 
paper, 20” x 30”. A body is the location where 
theories, systems, stories, traumas, and identities 
are made physical. Bodies are the sites through 
which meaning is produced and interpreted. 
This piece explores the corporeality of queer
identity and how queerness is made tangible 
through its manifestations on and in the body.  
How is your body understood? How is it interpreted
by you, by community, and by society?
3. of the whole, 2021. film, 01:39. Footage collected
over four years of the artist’s life is woven together
in this piece.

WHAT THE PLUS (+) 2021
Presenting our artists and guest speakers:
•Brian Baxter (painting, sculpture)
•andrea bennett (author, workshop leader)
•Alfred Bolster (photography, Installation)
•Erika Gail (fibre arts; embroidery and tapestry)
•Angelica Hamilton (mixed media, painting)
•Prashant Miranda (painting/illustration + speaker)
•Kathryn Neun (mixed media)
•The Noise (mixed media, painting, installation)
•Kate Parkinson (illustration)
•Koosen Pielle (guest speaker)
•Chris Roberts (painting)
•Giovanni Spezzacatena/rabideye (curator, painting + animation)
•Jenny Taves (painting)
•Earle Thompson (photography)
•Makaila Wenezenki (painting, video)

WHAT THE PLUS + ART EXHIBITION:
JULY 22 – AUGUST 7, 2021
OPENING NIGHT: THURSDAY, JULY 22 - 5:30PM 
Welcoming introduction by Koosen Pielle and artist talk by Prashant Miranda

LGTBQ2+ MEMOIR WRITING WORKSHOP: 
SATURDAY JULY 31, 2021 at 2-4PM
‘Writing the Self, When the Self is in Flux’ by andrea bennett 
To reserve a seat, email whattheplusart@gmail.com - Limited space. Masks 
required 

Q(uee)R ZINE:  You're holding it! Our interactive gallery guide/ mini fanzine 
with submissions from all over; available at the gallery.

It’s all at The Art Centre - qathet Public Art Gallery #215, 6975 Alberni St.
Gallery hours: Tues, Thurs, Sat 12-5PM - ph. 604.485.4278

(free of charge; current Public Health Orders in place)

Presented through Malaspina Art Society with support from:



BRIAN BAXTER
BIO:1952/he/b. Nova Scotia/NS College of Art & 
Design (graphic design)/acceptance of queer/ 
partnered at 20 for 33 years in open 
relationship/moved to Vancouver 
1977/commissioned architectural glass artist/life 
drawing/photography/body electric/radical 
faeries/yoga/relocated to Sechelt, 2019.
WORKS: 
An Inventory. June 2007. 55yrs Wall Piece. "A 
patchwork ‘physical’ from different media 
perspectives on a new, yet seasoned, point in my 
life. Different strokes for different folks. Outlined 
by a close friend in my search for self discovery."

For the Record. June 2021 69yrs Free Standing 
Piece. 
"Our bodies and minds carry our history; 
layered, collages, nuanced and seen from 
different POVs. We draw from our experience & 
present our colours  depending on our situations
but can’t hide the fact that  
the entirety is bigger than
 our components. 
A chameleon in any 
colour is still a lizard."

andrea bennett
BIO: andrea bennett is a National Magazine 
Award–winning writer and editor, and the 
author of Like a Boy but Not a Boy, a CBC Books’ 
pick for the top Canadian nonfiction of 2020.
Workshop leader:
LGTBQ+ Memoir Workshop: How to Write the 
Self, When the Self Is in Flux - Saturday July 31, 
2021 at 2pm. By donation. Register:  
whattheplusart@gmail.com
Public Health Orders followed (masks required).

"This workshop will give tips and tricks about 
how to research and write memoir as a queer 
person, even if—or especially if—one’s self-
conception has changed over the course of 
one’s life. We’ll begin with a writing exercise, 
talk about some techniques for researching 
and writing, and discuss some publication 
basics. "

ALFRED BOLSTER
BIO:Bio
Alfred bolster is a faggot who lives in Powell 
River with his husband Kevin and his bear 
Rufus. He is passionate about lgbt2qia? 
Community, right, and space.

WORK: 
The work is a 3 by 5 feet work consisting of 50 
mounted photographs of myself representing 
different roles and aspects of who I am.

KOOSEN PIELLE
BIO: Koosen is a Tla'amin woman raising two 
young Indigenous warriors. She has been 
involved in language with her sister communities 
for over 9 years. She recently cofounded 
jehjehmedia.ca, where she is sharing language 
as widely as she can. Please check out the 
language work she is doing in her community; 
follow jehjehmedia on Instagram, facebook, and 
youtube (aside from checking out the website!)
Koosen will be opening What the Plus Art 
Exhibition on July 22 at 6pm at The Art 
Centre~qathet Public Gallery.

CHRIS ROBERTS
BIO:I am an oyster farmer and lifelong lover of 
art. Last summer I took a couple of workshops 
on drawing and watercolour sketchbook keeping 
from Prashant Miranda. Early in these times of 
isolation, I took it as a challenge to draw 
something every day. I began with a wide range 
of subjects, landscapes, family photos, birds, 
animals, and flowers. Lately, I’ve been focusing 
on portraits, mostly of men. I am engaged in 
developing my own style and expression. I look 
forward to further exploration, and trying other 
mediums as I really have just begun. organic-
boyster on instagram. 

WORK: "Birth of Boyster" 54"x90", 2021. 
Painted acrylic on giclee canvas is my self-

RABIDEYE 
BIO: Rabideye, aka Giovanni Spezzacatena 
(MFA- Concordia University, Montreal) is a 
multidimensional human artist living in the 
qathet region. His background: experimental/ 
mixed media animation + education. His art: 
largely abstract encaustics on wood panel, 
graphic design + illustration + motion 
graphics + animation. Curator of the 2020/21 
WTP Festivals. www.rabideye.com
WORKS: Using a not-strictly-representational 
approach to self-portrait, WhatTheMe (2021), a 
5-sec vector animation w/ music by collaborator 
Treshawn Hudson, is based on a moving head

portraiture take on the 
Botticelli masterwork 
"Birth of Venus".
My moonlit rendering, 
godless in its lack of 
accompanying figures, 
leaves me bare, really 
just a man coming out
of his shell.

pose rendered in a mesmerizing loop that 
ranges from complete abstraction to moments of 
recognition; 2 paintings: "Bubblehead Paisano 
1+2", 24x30" + 24x36” 2021, Acrylic on Wood.
"What I look like as speech bubbles in a foreign 

language; no subtitles."  



KATHRYN NEUN
BIO:Kathryn Neun (Kath, lesbian)
Resides in qathet; Member of Malaspina 
Printmakers Society on Granville Island, 
Vancouver. Printing methods include Wood 
Engraving, Relief, Mezzotint, Intaglio
Experiment with local organic infusions and 
mineral pigments.Ink medium: painting and 
drawing.
WORK: The image will not be digitally altered, 
rather changed via mixed medium. I expect the 
size (framed) will be 28 x 35 cm or smaller. One 
2D work. Theoretically, through geological 
metamorphoses; silt and clay provided a fertile 

environment for DNA. My self perspective 
emerges from mud, underlying life force. Mud 
dimensional juxtaposes resemblant motifs of 
opposite signification: the tree of life and the 
atomic bomb explosion. 

THE NOISE
BIO: I am the Noise.  I am a conceptual and 
visual artist. I am at my core a cultural 
provocateur. I believe in the free and uncensored 
nature of art and artistic expression in the larger 
scope of a free and just society. I work 
anonymously for objectivity, privacy, and artistic 
freedom, independence. By pointing a mirror 
back at the art establishment and its influence 
both good and bad on creativity I hope to use the 
lens of culture to focus my viewers on the 
subtlety and grandiose nature of life. I use any 
medium at my disposal to try to disrupt the 

common understanding and spark a dialogue 
for open and honest conversation. I am THE 
NOISE, and welcome to the show.

KATE PARKINSON
Instagram:Kate_parkinson, kateparkinson.com 
WORK: Covid Diary, 2021 
Pen and ink, Photoshop, 8 x 12” 
The illustration Covid  

BIO: Kate Parkinson (she/her) is a Toronto 
Illustrator who holds an MFA in Illustration 
(University of Hartford), and is a graduate of the 
University of Guelph and OCAD University. 
Kate’s illustrations have appeared in magazines, 
newspapers, advertising, and is both author and 
illustrator of a children’s book, ‘Grace’ (Holiday 
House, 2015). She also draws in support of 
freedom of expression and human rights and her 
cartoons have been shared across social media 
and have appeared in the Washington Post, The 
Guardian and other publications. 

The visual interchange 
communicates creation and 
destruction within the 
Anthropocene.  mud 
dimensional  (Title )  digital, 
mixed medium.  28 x 35 cm    
2021

Diary is reminiscent of 
one page (or cell) from a 
graphic novel or diary, 
and like a page out of a 
dairy, this is a snapshot in 
time, it’s one day during 
a pandemic.  

WORK: INSIDE MY HEAD. This collection of 9 acrylic
paintings is a deconstruction of self portraits through
an autobiographical lens. The pallet, the subject &
the style have been chosen
to obscure but also create 
a sense of nostalgia. I can-
not show you my face, but I
am you, and you are me. 
If you look closely, you will 
see my soul in this work. 

ERIKA GAIL
BIO:My name is Erika Gail. I am a local designer 
and textile artist. My work is a reflection of my 
personality and my dreams. Using imagination 
and colour, I bring form to the formless and art 
that you can not just see, but touch and feel as 
well. My style represents me, a duality of 
contrasts with an intellectual sensibility. I like to 
work in bold colours, textures and concepts to 
engage my viewers. My work has been called 
unique and charming and I look forward to 
presenting it at the exhibition.

WORK: There will be two-three small, round 
embroidered pieces that are about 12" in 
diameter, and one larger tapestry that is about 
3'x4'.

ANGELICA HAMILTON
BIO: I am Angelica Hamilton and I am a 13-
year-old queer artist who’s interested in mixed 
media and basically any art form I can get my 
hands on. I’ve lived in Powell River for three 
years in a tiny forest Cabin looking out to the 
ocean. Nature has fueled my art since I was 
young and my days are mostly spent looking 
outside for interest rocks or strange mushrooms.
I have been homeschooled since last year but 
during winter to spring I was in a grade ten 
media class at the high school which let me get 
in to digital Design. In The future I hope to 

help people through art and speak and create 
pieces that represent how it feels to be a 
human. Work: I will be creating a mixed media 
portrait of my Soul and of me. It will represent 
how my gender identity changes and moves 
like liquid. I will be using many different 
mediums but the base will be canvas. When 
you look at the piece I hope for it to evoke the 
feeling of trying to break free of Barriers 
created by Society. When you're a kid you're 
super Impressionable. It’s easy to get stuck in 
the box of gender when it’s all you know.

PRASHANT MIRANDA
WORK: ‘Where’s my forest?’. 43"x33". 
Watercolour on an old nautical chart. 2020. 
Prashant will be giving a presentation at the  

BIO: Prashant Miranda grew up in Bangalore, 
studied at the National Institute of Design, India, 
and moved to Canada in1999. He designed 
children’s animated shows for TV in Toronto 
before moving on to pursue his passions as an 
artist. He spends time in the coastal rainforests 
on the west coast of Canada now, where he 
travels and documents his life through his 
watercolour journals, animates films, teaches 
visual art, illustrates children’s books and paints 
murals. www.prashart.blogspot.com
Instagram: prashola FB: Prashant Miranda

show’s opening too 
at 5:30pm on 
Thursday, July 22, 
2021 at The Art 
Centre~qathet 
Public Gallery.




